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DEATH OF AUSTRALIAN MILITARY PERSONNEL IN INDONESIA 
Condolence Motion 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.27 pm] - without notice:  I move - 

That this house records its sincere regret at the death of nine Australian military personnel engaged in 
humanitarian work in Indonesia, and tenders its deep sympathy to their families.   

It is appropriate that all of us in this Parliament record our sincere regret at the death of those nine young 
Australians and express our sympathy to their families for that tragedy that occurred on Saturday night.  It is an 
occasion of profound sadness and we are shocked by a loss of this scale during peacetime, especially during 
what was, indeed, a humanitarian mission in Indonesia.  
The Australians who were killed all shared a common spirit of adventure, bravery and compassion.  They were 
on a humanitarian mission to assist Indonesians in the aftermath of the recent earthquake that occurred in and 
around Sumatra.  It appears incomprehensible that this calamity could befall young people who were helping 
Indonesians rebuild their communities and meeting their medical needs while serving our country.  It seems so 
much worse that they died so far away from their families, friends and homes.  It was unanticipated and 
unexpected, leaving only the sense of lives not lived, of hopes and dreams unrealised, of what might have been 
and what should have been.  It serves to remind each of us of the precariousness and preciousness of human life.  
Whilst our thoughts go out to all of the nine Australians who lost their lives, we can make special mention of two 
of them today - Squadron Leader Paul McCarthy and Petty Officer Medical Assistant Stephen Slattery.  
Squadron Leader McCarthy was an outstanding Australian who had been based at the RAAF Base Pearce, 
Bullsbrook, as the senior medical officer.  He had been in Indonesia treating the victims of the tsunami since 
December 2004.  He had only just returned to Perth in March when he volunteered to help the earthquake 
victims.  I also mention Petty Officer Medical Assistant Stephen Slattery, who was originally from Bridgetown 
and had been residing in New South Wales for the past 12 years.   
I ask that this condolence motion be passed to record our tributes and admiration for those who lost their lives 
while helping others, and express our sorrow to their loved ones.  Their courage, fortitude and selflessness in 
serving their country and in seeking to help the families and communities struck by natural disasters such as the 
earthquake at Nias in Indonesia will never be forgotten.   

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.29 pm]:  Following the tsunami that created 
such havoc in a number of south Asian countries adjacent to Indonesia and the magnificent response from the 
Australian government to assist the devastated communities, it came as no surprise that the Australian Defence 
Force moved quickly to provide medical aid to the people of Sumatra following last week’s earthquake.  A 43-
strong medical team was immediately activated to provide surgery, intensive care, X-rays, pathology and post-
operative care to the victims.  On arrival in Indonesia, the medical team was transferred to Sabang Island before 
being airlifted to HMAS Kanimbla by the ship’s Sea King helicopter.  The medical team joined the 10 medical 
personnel already on board.  HMAS Kanimbla was diverted from Singapore en route to Australia to act as a 
floating medical centre to treat the injured.   
I was heartened and proud to be an Australian when I heard that once again the Australian Defence Force 
personnel had responded commendably to this new task of providing vital support to the humanitarian relief 
efforts.  I was, however, shocked and saddened to hear the news of the tragic accident that occurred on the island 
of Nias on Saturday afternoon.  To lose so many young lives in the service of their country is a terrible tragedy, 
and I pass on my deepest sympathy to the families and loved ones of the nine personnel who died in that crash.   
All Western Australians will remember the sacrifice they made while providing much-needed emergency 
medical assistance to the people of Indonesia.  We must always be grateful for the wonderful service provided by 
the members of our defence forces and in this tragic time respect their memory and support their families and 
friends in their grief.  There can be no greater tragedy than the loss of life to save others, and that is exactly what 
has occurred on this occasion.   
On behalf of the members of the Liberal Party and all Western Australians, I express my sympathy to the 
families and friends of the Australian Defence Force personnel who died tragically in this accident.   

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [2.31 pm]:  On behalf of my National Party 
colleagues and our constituents, I also support the motion and offer our deepest condolences to the families and 
friends of the victims of this terrible accident.  When we lose people under such circumstances, we honour them 
for the selfless task they carry out under the Australian flag on behalf of all Australians.  They were on a mercy 
flight with one thing in mind: to render assistance to others.  The vision I have in my mind after reading about 
the incident is of one of the nine who died waving at a child as the helicopter was heading for the ground.  That 
is something I could not shake from my mind today.  That is the image I have of these types of individuals.  
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They died in tragic circumstances, which is a reminder to us all of the dangers faced by service personnel around 
the world.  Nine Australians were lost but, God willing, two survived.  Our special thoughts go out to Squadron 
Leader Paul McCarthy and Stephen Slattery, who both had Western Australian connections.  They will be sadly 
missed.  We extend our condolences to their families and colleagues.  I understand that the caskets of the victims 
will come home today, which is a very sad day for a number of Western Australians.   
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [2.33 pm]:  As Minister for 
Police and Emergency Services, I extend my condolences and the sympathies of all police and emergency 
personnel in Western Australia to the families of the two women and seven men who perished in the helicopter 
crash on the island of Nias.  It is a tragedy of the highest order to have nine such young people killed while 
serving overseas on a humanitarian mission.  It is clearly heart-wrenching for the families and friends of all those 
who were killed.  All service men and women around the country will mourn the loss of their nine colleagues.  In 
Western Australia the loss will be very strongly felt at Pearce air base, where Dr Paul McCarthy had been 
serving.  As Australians, we are all proud of fellow Australians who serve their country so selflessly, capably 
and proudly.  Each and every one of those who died are heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country 
as they worked to create a better world for us all.   
DR K.D. HAMES (Dawesville) [2.35 pm]:  I wish to add my voice to these condolences.  Sometimes we forget 
the great personal sacrifice made and risk taken by people providing medical and health services.  It was not two 
years ago while working as a locum on an island off Queensland that I was the doctor who called for the 
evacuation of a patient, and the helicopter that came to collect that patient crashed into the sea off the 
Queensland coast with the loss of three young men’s lives.  That brings home to me the enormity of this tragedy.  
I was also working on the Dampier peninsula just two years ago providing medical services to Aboriginal 
communities when I saw first hand the Defence Force’s commitment to providing assistance to people in 
Australia and overseas.  It is a great tragedy that these nine people have lost their lives.  It reflects the great 
contribution made by Australians throughout the world, particularly in Australia and particularly to our 
neighbours, in the provision of emergency services when required.  I know that after the tsunami disaster, tens of 
thousands of Australian volunteers, not only medical personnel but also others who thought they could be of 
assistance, put up their hands and said, “Yes, I’ll go and try to help those people who have suffered.”  The people 
who died were actually there; they were the ones on the line.  It is a great tradition of the Australian Defence 
Force that it provides people at the scene who put their lives on the line.  I pass on my deep condolences to the 
families and the fellow personnel of those who died. 
MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Minister for Tourism) [2.37 pm]:  I join the condolence motion, 
especially on behalf of my constituents who know the people who passed away on the weekend.  The death of 
any young Australian is a tragic event, but it is especially tragic in circumstances in which they die doing 
unbelievably good deeds.  These people died while assisting a traumatised, besieged and damaged neighbour 
who needed help.  Our countrymen and countrywomen died in providing vital humanitarian assistance for people 
in need.  It is also very tragic that they died in unexpected circumstances.  They were not at war.  They were not 
in a war zone.  They were on their way home when the earthquake struck.  Many of those who died were 
medical staff, who one would not ordinarily think would come into harm’s way.  The event in which they died 
was not ordinarily dangerous.  As it was such an unexpected event, the families of those who passed away never 
really thought that their sons and daughters and husbands and wives were going into circumstances of serious 
danger, and they never had the opportunity to say goodbye to the ones they love.  One can only feel for those 
families.  There must be many “ifs” going through the minds of the parents, siblings and partners of those who 
passed away.  What if another ship had been in the vicinity?  What if the helicopter had been a little higher or a 
little lower so its chance of surviving the accident would have been improved?  The helicopter was flying at a 
height at which its survival chances were at their worst when it suffered the catastrophic failure.  The poignancy 
of the loss of young Australian lives is highlighted by the fact that these young people died doing what they were 
trained to do and what they loved doing.  They were in circumstances in which they put their faith in their 
training, in their colleagues and in machines over which they have no control, as people in the defence forces do 
every day: defence personnel hope that these machines will last the distance, do the job and bring them home 
safely.  Mr Speaker, the people who died were Australians.  They were vital, they were optimistic and they 
worked hard in very arduous conditions.  They were away from their families for long periods.  They did a good 
job on behalf of us all.  We can be very proud of them.  Although nothing will ever ease the pain, I hope their 
family members will remember these young Australians with great pride. 
MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.40 pm]:  I rise as member 
for Warren-Blackwood to join with others in this condolence motion for the unfortunate deaths of nine young 
people who were serving their country, in particular Squadron Leader Paul McCarthy, a Western Australian, and 
Petty Officer Stephen Slattery, who came from Bridgetown in the heart of my electorate.  The Slattery family 
has not lived in Bridgetown for a while but family members have a number of friends there and are well 
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regarded.  Stephen played sport in Bridgetown and was well regarded by his peers and obviously much loved.  
He was a young man who loved his mum, as I think most young men love their mums, and obviously the whole 
family is devastated by his loss.   

Our hearts go out to their families today.  Obviously young men and women join our defence forces to serve 
their country.  For these young men to lose their lives on a humanitarian exercise further adds to the tragedy.  We 
can only hope that the support of the wider community for these young people softens the blow to their families, 
although I doubt it will be the case.  Our hearts go out to them at this very sad time. 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills) [2.42 pm]:  I too join in offering my condolences to all the families of the 
nine victims of the recent tragedy.  In particular, my condolences go to the family of Dr Paul McCarthy who was 
based at Pearce RAAF Base in Bullsbrook in my electorate.  The strong and resilient families at Pearce and in 
and around Bullsbrook always unite when tragedies such as this happen.  Tragedies such as this are difficult but 
they are generally worked through.  This tragedy will be particularly hard for those at RAAF Base Pearce, and 
the task of acknowledging the difficulties that Dr McCarthy and his colleagues would have faced when doing the 
job they were trained to do and loved to do when coming to the aid of people in neighbouring South East Asia.  I 
am very pleased that the President of Indonesia will be acknowledging their efforts in a very formal way.  
Although none of us would ever have wished for this tragedy, I can only hope that it will strengthen the 
relationship between Indonesia and Australia, something which is very important and of long-term benefit to our 
defence forces in the region. 

The SPEAKER:  I ask members to rise and support this motion by observing one minute’s silence. 

Question passed, members standing. 
 


